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TBPC MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE 

DECEMBER 8th, 2019—ADVENT SERIES 2019 

BEARING WITNESS 

THE INTRODUCTION:  

 

 The Magic Eye Phenomenon  

 

 The Obscured Message 

 

1 Corinthians 2:14  …the natural man does not 

receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they 

are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, 

because they are spiritually discerned. 

 

THE TEXT 

  

Luke 2:8  Now there were in the same country 

shepherds living out in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 

 

 The Setting 

 

Micah 4:6-8  "In that day," says the LORD, "I will 

assemble the lame, I will gather the outcast 

And those whom I have afflicted;  (7)  I will 

make the lame a remnant, And the outcast a 

strong nation; So the LORD will reign over them 

in Mount Zion From now on, even 

forever.  (8)  And you, O tower of the flock, The 

stronghold of the daughter of Zion, To you shall 

it come, Even the former dominion shall come, 

The kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem." 

 

 The Messenger 

 

Luke 2:9  And behold, an angel of the Lord 

stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were greatly 

afraid. 

 

  Not Frozen, But Chosen 

 

  Paul Too! 

 

Acts 22:12-15  "Then a certain Ananias, a 

devout man according to the law, having a 

good testimony with all the Jews who dwelt 

there,  (13)  came to me; and he stood and 

said to me, 'Brother Saul, receive your sight.' 

And at that same hour I looked up at 

him.  (14)  Then he said, 'The God of our fathers 

has chosen you that you should know His will, 

and see the Just One, and hear the voice of 

His mouth.  (15)  For you will be His witness to all 

men of what you have seen and heard. 

 

  You Too! 

 

Romans 9:15-16  For He says to Moses, “I WILL 

HAVE MERCY ON WHOMEVER I WILL HAVE 

MERCY, AND I WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON 

WHOMEVER I WILL HAVE 

COMPASSION.”  (16)  So then it is not of him 

who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who 

shows mercy. 

 

  Clear Focus 

1 Peter 2:9  …you are a chosen generation, a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 

people, that you may proclaim the praises of 

Him who called you out of darkness into His 

marvelous light; 

 

Luke 2:10-14  Then the angel said to them, “Do 

not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy which will be to all 

people.  (11)  For there is born to you this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord.  (12)  And this will be the sign to you: You 

will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, 

lying in a manger. (13) And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying:  (14)  “Glory to God 

in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill 

toward men!” 

 

 Two Important Observations 

 

  For the Glory of God 

 

Isaiah 43:19-21  Behold, I will do a new thing, 

Now it shall spring forth; Shall you not know it? I 

will even make a road in the wilderness And 

rivers in the desert.  (20)  The beast of the field 

will honor Me, The jackals and the ostriches, 

Because I give waters in the wilderness And 

rivers in the desert, To give drink to My people, 

My chosen.  (21)  This people I have formed for 

Myself; They shall declare My praise. 
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He by His life and death on the cross will glorify God's 

attributes, — justice, holiness, mercy, and wisdom, — as 

they never were glorified before. Creation glorified God, 

but not so much as redemption. RYLE 

 

  A Message for All Israel to Give to All 

Men 

 

2 Kings 7:9  Then they said to one another, "We 

are not doing right. This day is a day of good 

news, and we remain silent. If we wait until 

morning light, some punishment will come 

upon us. Now therefore, come, let us go and 

tell the king's household." 

 

  Chosen to Tell 

 

Matthew 5:14-16  “You are the light of the 

world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be 

hidden.  (15)  Nor do they light a lamp and put 

it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it 

gives light to all who are in the house.  (16)  Let 

your light so shine before men, that they may 

see your good works and glorify your Father in 

heaven. 

 

Galatians 4:4-5  …when the fullness of the time 

had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a 

woman, born under the law,  (5)  to redeem 

those who were under the law, that we might 

receive the adoption as sons. 

 

Luke 2:15-16  So it was, when the angels had 

gone away from them into heaven, that the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come 

to pass, which the Lord has made known to 

us.”  (16)  And they came with haste and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a 

manger. 

 

 Earnest Investigation 

 

 Bearing Witness 

 

Luke 2:17-20  Now when they had seen Him, 

they made widely known the saying which was 

told them concerning this Child.  (18)  And all 

those who heard it marveled at those things 

which were told them by the 

shepherds.  (19)  But Mary kept all these things 

and pondered them in her heart.  (20)  Then the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all the things that they had heard and 

seen, as it was told them. 

 

…one may have as much as another, and all alike. 

TRAPP 

 

Acts 4:19-20  "Whether it is right in the sight of 

God to listen to you more than to God, you 

judge.  (20)  For we cannot but speak the 

things which we have seen and heard." 

 


